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daily. What is contrary to our nature does not
occur. It lies, on the contrary, in the nature of
our society to cause so many suicides, while
the Tartars do not commit suicide. Not all so-
cieties bring forth the same results. We must
keep this in mind to reform our society to
allow it to reach a higher level. [...]...
the very existence of suicide is an open pro-
test against [de Staels] unsophisticated
conclusions.

For what concerns gender differences
in suicidal behavior, Marx suggests that the
opptessiveness of the bourgeois family is
responsible for many cases of female
suicide, especially in young women. In try-
ing to justify the disproportionately higher
number of deaths due to suicide in men
(two to one, at that time in Paris), he
hypothesizes that women may have more
courage in dealing with life’s problems,
have a greater degree of resignation or are
supported by deeper religious sentiments,
or “...their deep sorrow ... destroys their
capacity to make a decision.”

In their interesting introduction to
the book, Plaut and Anderson make a
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stimulating parallel between Durkheim
and Marx’s perspectives on suicide, par-
ticularly emphasizing the many differ-
ences in their approach to interpreting
female suicides. Marx appears as much
more equalitarian than the French
sociologist,  claiming the bourgeois
marriage to be a major factor in women
suicide, being such an “oppressive
institution.” Marx does not appear as
affected as Durkheim was by that fun-
ctionalism that brought the latter to
write that in women “mental life is less
developed. . ...because women’s needs are
morte closely related to the organism.”

The text drives the reader to pick up
many of the views Marx developed con-
cerning the historical materialism and
alienated labor, introducing his critique of
political economy and the state that
rendered so influential the later work of the
German thinker.

“Marx on Suicide” is very stimulating
and enriching reading, a two-hundred-year-
old landscape truly worth re-visiting.
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